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     The main purpose of the present course is to grasp the main features of what would be the “International Judicial 
Function” at the international level and to what extent it protects the general interests of the international community. 
Since international courts and tribunals perform different functions within the international community, the main idea is to 
conduct a perusal on the law governing such judicial bodies, examine some procedural issues relevant to their current 
function and, to the extent that it is possible, understand the influence they have in the law making processes in certain 
fields of International Law. This examination will be conducted in parallel with a deeper understanding of current problems 
of the international legal order.  

The topic covered in this discipline shall be:  
 The law governing international adjudication: jurisdiction, consent and beyond.  
 The relevant case law of the main inter-State international tribunals. 
 General principles of procedure and recent problems faced by adjudicative bodies.  
 Recent practice of international courts and tribunals.  
 The influence of the case law of international courts and tribunals in the law-making processes. 
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INFORMAÇÕES ADICIONAIS 

A certain level of knowledge of international law is required in order to better follow and to participate in the discussions 
of this discipline. It is suggested that participants have at least taken advanced/extra courses of international law before 
enrol in the discipline. Issues such as jurisdiction, applicable law, sources of international law and international law-making 
processes are basic knowledges of the disciplines.  
   As a suggested reading for preparation, one can start with: CRAWFORD, James. Chance, Order, Change: General Course of 
International Law. Recueil des cours, Collected Courses, Tome/Volume 365, 2014. 
 

 
 

 


